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Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.

As required pursuant to the Corporate Governance Guidelines of Akebia Therapeutics, Inc. (the “Company”), Anupam Dalal, M.D. submitted an offer to
resign from the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Company due to his change in job responsibility. On September 15, 2016, the Board accepted his
offer to resign and Dr. Dalal resigned effective as of September 16, 2016. Following Dr. Dalal’s resignation, the Board will consist of eight directors.

The Company acknowledges Dr. Dalal’s many years of service on the Board and greatly appreciates his valuable contributions to the Company.
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